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Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II
1926-2022

In Memoriam



God save our gracious King,
Long live our noble King,
God save the King!
Send him victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the King!

Na�onal Anthem



His Majesty, King Charles III



Catriona Laing, CB

Bri�sh High Commissioner to Nigeria



Ben Llewellyn-Jones OBE

Deputy Bri�sh High Commissioner
to Nigeria



The sustainability of this exemplary organiza�on, which began under the 
auspices of the High Commissioner in the 1970s, is due to the rich heritage of the 
remarkable members who are commi�ed to the ethos of Promo�ng Bri�sh 
Business to the Highest Standards.

Whilst my tenure as Chair has been recent, the wealth of history shared by 
members and the strong sense of community during uncertain �mes, from 
episodes of social unrest to the most recent pandemic, guarantees the Bri�sh 
Business Group Thrives as a place of connec�on and engagement in business 
and in everyday existence.

The agility of the Bri�sh Business Group from the Bri�sh Businessmen's Group is 
a testament of its understanding of the significance of change in the workplace 
and society as we strive to embrace and acknowledge the rich contribu�ons of 
diversity and inclusion in our business enterprises as well as the dynamism of 
our adopted home…Nigeria.

We strive for a community of belonging which is a representa�on of the global 
business ecosystem as well as our adherence to the sound business ethics of the 
United Kingdom as we contribute to the investment, trade and development 
between our two countries with gra�tude to our host country, Nigeria, for the 
opportuni�es presented to our members.

We are grateful to all in a�endance, and members of the community, who have 
joined us on this special day to remember the essence of our longevity and the 
most important asset of a business …the people. We are, a�er all, people 
embarking and u�lising our business pla�orms to inform, network and innovate 
whilst crea�ng a legacy which endures for another fi�y years.

Congratula�ons to the Bri�sh Business Group - Nigeria

��������� F��� T�� C����

Dr. Ama
Chair, Bri�sh Business Group - Nigeria
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Dr. Ama Stanley Evans, MBE Charles Ademola Adeyemi

Olukorede Olukayode Adenowo Richard Willmo� Folasade Ambrose

Hugh Thorley Seyi Barber Eddie Abraham
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Hostess/Host - Angela Emuwa & Stan Evans MBE

The  Quartet

Moment of Silence for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II - Angela Emuwa & 
Stan Evans MBE 

National Anthem : Diwari Peterside 

A Toast to His Majesty King Charles III - Charles Ademola Adeyemi

Welcome  Address - Deputy High Commissioner Ben LLwellyn-Jones OBE

BBG Members' Heritage Memories 

Dinner
Benny Finisher & Quartet 
BBG Members Heritage Memories  

Keynote - High Commissioner Catriona Laing CB

Dessert
BBG Members' Heritage Memories 
A Toast to David Richards
Benny Finisher & Quartet

Key Sponsors 
Standard Chartered Bank
Virgin Atlantic

Heritage Night Supporters
Fidelity Bank  
Control Risk 

Virgin Atlantic Ticket Auction 

Invocation - BBG Chair Dr. Ama
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Starter
Avocado, Tomato & Mint Salad

Prawn Cocktail Salad

Main
Beef/mushrooms in creamy black peppercorn sauce 
with a side of spicy potato wedges and/or seasonal 
vegetables

Baked fish with Mediterranean vegetables and spicy 
vegetable stir fry noodles

Peri-peri roasted chicken with jollof rice and/or 
seasonal vegetables’

Chicken in sweet and sour sauce with stir fry 
vegetable rice

Drinks
Taittinger Champagne and Wine 

Bature Beer

Bigi Cocktails, Soft Drinks and Water

Menu
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In 1965, the Standard Bank of South Africa merged with the Bank 
of West Africa acquiring businesses including a banking operation 
in Nigeria, which dated back to 1894. The name was then changed 
to Standard Bank of West Africa. Four years after the merger, 
Standard Bank Nigeria was incorporated locally to take over the 
business in Nigeria. In 1971, 13% of the share capital was placed 
with Nigerian investors.
 
The end of the civil war saw a major economic upturn and as a 
consequence, the military government sought to increase local 
control of the retail-banking sector, hence the Bank’s investment in 
Standard Bank Nigeria (renamed First Bank of Nigeria in 1979) 
was reduced to 38%. Standard Chartered remained a shareholder 
of First Bank of Nigeria until 1996.
 
Standard Chartered re-entered Nigeria in 1999 and opened to 
customers on 15 September 1999 as a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Standard Chartered Bank PLC, headquartered in United 
Kingdom.
 
Today, the Bank offers a wide range of products and services in 
Retail; Wealth Management; Corporate, Commercial and 
Institutional Banking, Private; Financial Markets; Digital, and 
Transaction Banking business. Standard Chartered sees Nigeria 
as a strategic growth centre within the Group. The Bank currently 
employs over 800 staff operating from 12 branches and 1 Implant 
Branch located in Lagos, Abuja, and Port Harcourt respectively. As 
a further commitment to be Here for good, the Bank’s ultra-modern 
Nigeria Head Office was opened in 2014.
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Virgin Atlantic Airways in Nigeria  

(The journey so far)  

It all started in March 1995, when Chief John Adebanjo, then a young man living in 

the UK and driven by his desire for improved ease of movement between Nigeria and 

the United Kingdom, pitched the idea of Virgin Atlantic expanding its operations to 

Nigeria to Sir Richard Branson on one of their chanced meetings.  

Six years of follow -up meetings, hard work and intense negotiations between Virgin 

Atlantic, the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority, the UK government and Nigeria, saw 

approval being granted for Virgin Atlantic to commence operations into Lagos, with 

its inaugural flight on the 5 th of July 2001, which operated as VS 651.  

The last 21 years has been an awesome experience for Virgin Atlantic and  

commercially successful too ! Virgin Atlantic has ferried at least two million passengers 

between Nigeria and United Kingdom since it commenced flight operations into the 

West African country on July 5, 2001.  

Like every business endeavour, it has not been all smooth sailing. One of the tough 

periods early in the life of Virgin Atlantic in Nigeria was its involvement in the Virgin 

Nigeria Airways project. Virgin Nigeria was born in 2004, following the signing of 

agreement, which would see Virgin Atlantic own  49% of the airline and Nigerian 

investors 51%. Its first flight was in June 2005 from Lagos to London Heathrow. The young 

airline’s domestic operation was however grounded in 2008, when the Nigerian 

government sought to enforce compliance with a directive  to move to the domestic 

terminal of the Murtala Muhammed Airport (MMA2). This and other actions, which 

were at variance with the agreement setting up the airline forced Virgin Atlantic to 

reconsider its partnership in the project.  

Occasional incidences of  scarcity of Forex continue to pose a huge challenge to 

Virgin Atlantic’s operation in the country, the first major one being in 2016. The inability 

to repatriate revenue on a regular heightens the risk of revenue loss due to the 

possibility of the devalua tion of the Naira. Virgin Atlantic as well as other foreign 

carriers are currently faced with this challenge.  

�������� �����
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Virgin Atlan�c has always been a proud supporter of the 
Bri�sh Business Group, and con�nues to enjoy the benefits 
of par�cipa�on in a group that encourages great 
partnership through a wonderfully diverse membership. 
The insight and support from the group, and its partners 
has proven to be valuable, and we will certainly encourage 
anyone doing business with Nigeria and the UK to take an 
ac�ve part in the group’s ac�vi�es. 50 years is a great 
milestone, and I have no doubt this great organisa�on will 
be here in another 50 years! Congratula�ons to everyone 
involved now, and previously with the BBG. And finally, to 
all of our customers in the BBG, thank you! Your pa�ence 
and savvy travel purchasing is a testament to your 
resilience and we are incredibly grateful! I hope to see you 
all on board soon!
 

Jus�n Bell
Country Manager

BRITISH
BUSINESS GROUP
NIGERIA

Celebra�ng our 5th decade



Bri�sh High Commissioners
& Deputy High Commissioners

Andrew Lloyd
2011-2012

Anthony Head
1960-1963

Bob Dewar
2007-2010

Brian Barder
1988-1991

David Hunt
1967-1969

Graham Burton
1997-2001

John Thorold Masefield CMG
1994-1997

Leslie Glass
1969-1971

Paul Arkwright CMG 
2015 - 2018

Sir Andrew Pocock
2012 - 2015

Sir Cyril Pickard
1971 - 1974

Sir Francis Cumming-Bruce
1964 - 1967

Sir Hamilton Whyte KCMG 
1983 - 1984

Sir Mar�n Evans KCMG
1986 - 1988

Sir Mar�n Le Quesne
1974 - 1976

Sir Mervyn Brown, KCMG., OBE
1979 - 1983

Sir Philip Thomas 
2001 - 2004

Sir Richard Gozney KCMG
2004 - 2007

Sir Christopher MacRae KCMG
1991 - 1994

Sir Sam Falle
1977 - 1979

Catriona Laing CB
2019-Date
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Bri�sh High Commissioners
& Deputy High Commissioners

Ben Llewellyn-Jones OBE
2019 - Till date

David Wya�
2002 - 2005

Harriet Thompson
2019 - 2020

Laure Beaufils
2017 - 2019

Mar�n Uden 
2015

Peter Carter
2013 - 2014

Peter Waterworth
2005 - 2007

Peter West
2011 - 2012

Raymond Kyles
2015 - 2016

Richard Powell
2007 - 2010

Robin Gwynn
2010 - 2011

Rod Pullen
1997 - 2000
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The late Sir Graham Burton, one of my predecessors as Bri�sh High Commissioner to 
Nigeria, was sage: “I suggest you make �me for the Bri�sh Business Group in Lagos.  
They're an important part of your cons�tuency in the Bri�sh community.”   I welcomed 
the advice, as much as I hoped I didn't need it.  A�er 4 years closely involved with Bri�sh 
business big and small in Indonesia immediately before going to Nigeria (following the 
same path as Sir Graham) and, a few years before that, as in a li�le Southern African 
kingdom where agribusiness was dominated by UK firms, I found it natural to talk and 
especially to listen to the Bri�sh na�onals who led businesses in a third country in a row 
where some of the business prac�ces had evolved dis�nc�vely in comparison with those 
of London or Frankfurt.  I enjoyed doing so.

I got to the monthly mee�ng of the Group in the Bri�sh High Commission Club on Ikoyi as 
o�en as I could.  In a country of boun�ful op�mism, where interna�onal opinion polls 
found more Nigerians happy with life than almost anywhere in the world, and where 
Nigerian Government and other figures offered me limitless reassurances that all issues 
would sort themselves for the best, something of an an�dote each month was welcome.  
The Bri�sh businessmen also showed some, measured op�mism which everyone needed 
where the �me taken to be paid for services or goods rendered was unpredictable. Most 
of all they were realists.  I went to listen, as well as to say a bit about the poli�cal mood in 
Abuja, especially where it impinged on private enterprises. 

I was never disappointed.  We talked off the record and whether I was listening to Alan 
Davies of James Cubi�, to Hugh Thorley of Quarterhouse, to Alistair Impey of PWC or to 
the many others who mixed their experience with their enthusiasm for being in Nigeria 
and with their realism I came away wiser.  We also had some fun.

I send my warm and hear�elt congratula�ons to the Bri�sh Business Group of on their 
Forty plus Anniversary. 

Richard Gozney, September 2022.

The Bri�sh Business Group,
as seen by Sir Richard Gozney,
Bri�sh High Commissioner 2004-2007
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I write to congratulate the Bri�sh Business Group as it celebrates its fi�h decade. I was 
fortunate to see it twice: first, as a stripling from 1983-86, on my pos�ng to Lagos as 
Second Secretary (Commercial). The group then had names like UAC, ICL, The Lion of 
Africa, Costain and Taylor Woodrow, and rode the years of the oil boom despite the 
many poli�cal and bureaucra�c challenges of the �me.

 My second coming was as High Commissioner in Abuja from 2012 – 2015. Names and 
faces had changed, but it was encouraging and commendable to see a con�nuing 
commitment to making the most of the commercial rela�onship between Britain and 
Nigeria.

Since my departure, ma�ers have changed again, but the Group has remodelled itself 
and found new energy, while a membership of 400 speaks for itself. Peter Crabbe and 
those who supported him deserve much credit for their determina�on to reform the 
Group, and their recogni�on that the commercial rewards are worth the many 
difficul�es that face business in this post-Covid, high infla�on and poli�cally vola�le 
�me. From someone who was once the recipient of your hospitality and insight, good 
luck and keep going.
 
With best wishes,
Andrew Pocock

The Bri�sh Business Group,
as seen by Sir Andrew Pocock, KCMG
Bri�sh High Commissioner 2012-2015
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W h y  C o n t r o l  R i s k s ?  

Control Risks is directly 

involved in more 

kidnapping and 

extortive crime cases 

than any other specialist 

risk management 

consultancy and holds 

the World’s largest 

database of K&R related 

data.  We deliver crisis 

management, security 

and risk management 

training globally based 

on many years of 

knowledge and 

experience, utilising 

trainers who are 

genuine experts in their 

chosen field. 

 

 

 

The training includes modules on: Types of kidnaps, kidnap threats and trends, getting organised to manage a kidnap, 

decision making in a live crisis, interacting with kidnappers, family management, media management, finance, law 

enforcement and the authorities, release, recovery, and debriefing 

Date:  1st November 2022 

Location:  Control Risks Office, Atlantic 

House, 121 Louis Solomon Close, VI, Lagos. 

Rate per delegate if booked before 

Wednesday 12th October  

$ 2,200 or Naira 1,100,000 

Further discounts available for multiple attendees 

 

Control R isks are delighted to offer a one-off discount 

for this market leading course exclusive to those 

attending the BBG 5th Decade Dinner.  The offer will 

extend to employees booked directly by attendees.  

To reserve a place please call 0908 759 4794 or email 

paul.terry@controlrisks.com 
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Chief Peter Crabb

NOTES ON HISTORY OF Bri�sh Businessmen's Group as it then was.

I have no idea when BBG was started but it seemed to be well established when I first got involved 

in mid 1981, when I first came to live here with my family (having been a twice a year visitor since 

September 1975), working as Finance Director for Seven-Up Bo�ling Co Ltd. The group was 

managed by the Commercial Sec�on of the Bri�sh High Commission (as it then was) and we met at 

their offices in Eleke Crescent (as it then was). A�endance was strictly for Bri�sh CEOs of Bri�sh 

companies working here and was very much only 1 nominated person from the company. I do not 

think that Alternates/Subs�tutes were allowed nor were there any dual-na�onals. A few self-

employed Bri�sh professionals were allowed to join. As I was working for a Lebanese owned 

company producing an American franchised product I was ini�ally refused membership, un�l I 

pointed out that our main buying office was in London, which purchased Bri�sh made bo�ling lines 

and substan�al quan��es of sugar from the London market.

As an aside, if you want to know more about the building in what is now Walter Carrington 

Crescent, ask Alan Davies, as his firm designed it and quite possibly John Tuffrey was the QS.

The restric�on on numbers was probably because in those days there were 5,000+ Brits, including 

wives and children, registered with the Consular sec�on of the BHC in Lagos State alone, as against 

what is now believed to be 2,000 to 2,500 pure Brits across the whole country. The BHC do not 

know for sure many we are now, as they no longer maintain a Register!

Mee�ngs were for many years held on the ground floor just behind the main recep�on ("goldfish 

bowl") area and almost always addressed by the High Commissioner himself, although I do not 

recall that any major secrets were ever revealed. More, I think, was it an opportunity for them to 

find out from us what was happening in the real world. Mee�ngs con�nued there even a�er the 

main HC had to move to Abuja (early 1990's?) because their commercial sec�on, for obvious 

reasons remained in Lagos.

GAP here in my knowledge as from 1991 to 1995 I was in Kenya, Tanzania, Egypt and the UK.

I do not know for sure when we moved to the Kingfisher Club but I guess it was fairly soon a�er the 

building opened (there is an exact date on the Founda�on Stone in the entrance). Given the 

greater space available and the fact that there were far fewer Brits around, membership rules were 

generally relaxed, although it was s�ll run by the commercial sec�on (under a new name by then?). 

I was then, from October 1995, working for a German company in Ikeja but nobody queried my re-

joining of the BBG. In this more open environment the net-working aspect became very important, 

aided possibly by the availability of proper imported Bri�sh beer. Remember that at that �me 

there were no mobile phones, the land line phones seldom worked and the internet had not 

arrived but you knew that you would find whoever you needed to talk to at the BBG on the first 

Thursday in every month. Even with the arrival of much be�er means of communica�on the 

networking ac�vity remains important.
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Stanley Evans, MBE

This Heritage event celebrates many years of success in terms of interac�on for businesspeople 

within the BBG and the wider community of Lagos, in par�cular. I have been honoured to hold a 

forma�ve and leading role within the group over the last five years. The first mee�ng I 

a�ended, as a guest, could not have been more different to that which we see this evening in 

terms of the diversity of membership. Which makes me happy.

The lockdown periods enforced due to Covid and end Sars showed the worth of the group in a 

different form as we became the conduit to the mission for members that met problems and 

the necessity to arrange repatria�on flights. The Covid days, were difficult for all of us that 

remained here, and it was comfor�ng to hear the cool, calm voice of reason in the form of Guy 

Harrison represen�ng the BDHC in our daily virtual mee�ngs, where we discussed and resolved 

various issues, some serious, rela�ng to Bri�sh ci�zens.

During the last twelve years I have either chaired or held a senior posi�on in Bri�sh Business 

Groups in India and here. I give my thanks to all that have helped in making the Lagos BBG what 

it is today.
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Trevor Ward

As a new arrival to Nigeria 20 years ago, the BBG was for me an essen�al part of "se�ling in", 

and a sure-fire way of expanding one's social and professional network.  Without that network, 

one can remain "fresh fish" for a long, long �me!  Thank you BBG, long may you con�nue to be 

of service to the Brits in Nigeria!  Trevor Ward, member since 2003.
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Dr. Ama Mr. Stanley Evans, MBE Mr. Charles Ademola Adeyemi

Mrs. Sidikat Taiwo Mr. Eddie Abraham Dr. Ola Brown

Ms. Chinelo Ononye Engr. Seyi Barber Ms. Kira Kaur

Ms. Boma Ayomide Alabi, SAN Mr. Nadim Chidiac Mr. Olayiwola 'Layi' Ogunlewe



ON BEHALF OF THE BBG WE THANK OUR SPONSORS:
STANDARD CHARTERED

VIRGIN ATLANTIC 
AND EVERYONE CELEBRATING OUR 5TH DECADE IN NIGERIA

T���� Y��
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T���� Y��
T���� Y��
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Arise, O Compatriots
Nigeria's call obey
To serve our fatherland
With love and strength and faith
The labour of our heroes past,
shall never be in vain
To serve with heart and might,
One na�on bound in freedom, peace and unity
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www.bbgnigeria.com
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